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When Peter Webb’s Performance Marine joined forces with 
Whittley – respected manufacturers of open water fishing and 

family cruising boats – expectations were high.

Performance Marine has an established reputation 
as ski-boat specialists, due to a long association 

with Australian and US branded boats. 
Those partnerships ended in 2007, opening the way 

for Performance and Whittley to align and for an 
entirely new brand to enter the market. 

Our first glimpse of Spy Boats came at the 
Melbourne Boat Show last year, but it wasn’t until 

recently that we had the opportunity to actually take 
a boat out on the water. 

We took the RX22 wakeboard model out for a spin 
at the National Watersports Centre in Carrum in 

January and quickly discovered that experience and 
skills have come together at Spy Boats to result in 

an excellent product. 

Exterior / Hull
Like the rest of the Spy range (incorporating five 
models in total) the RX22 hull was created using 
the advanced Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
system to allow the boat to be crafted to exacting 
specifications. It uses automotive design cues and 
the latest marine engineering technology to ensure 
all sections of the boat are precisely manufactured.
The quality of the build is clear as the RX22 feels 
super solid when running through boat wakes.  
The 22ft RX22 certainly was imposing on the water, 
with its square rear-end and high sides. The test-
boat’s daring black and yellow graphics created a 
fresh and sporty look, which was enhanced by the 
sleek interior design. Customers can choose from a 
range of colours to suit personal taste.

Interior
The interior looked superb, with classy lines 
and a great colour combination. The seats were 
comfortable and the different textures kept things 
interesting.
Spy certainly made use of the whole 22ft, 
strategically designing the interior to create 
maximum space for your crew. The boat easily seats 
10 people and the high sides and careful layout 
keeps everyone protected from spray and wind.
There is storage under every seat and a large esky 

between the driver and observer, which can be filled 
with ice, and drained out through a plug into the 
boat’s bilge system.
The driver is well looked-after, with a classy dash 
and unique gauge design. The tacho and speedo are 
individual needle gauges, with small digital screens 
in the middle to show all your other measurements 
(like fuel, oil pressure, water pressure, water 
temperature and depth).

Wake
Spy’s hydraulic trim plate system allows you to alter 
the wake for different riders, or create a flat wash for 
families looking for crossover boat which will also be 
used for skiing. 
For wakeboarding, the Spy puts out a stock wake big 
enough for team rider Troy Roker, to perform basic 
inverts and spins. But when loaded up (with 350 
litres of ballast), you’ll see a nicely shaped and crisp 
ramp. The driver can adjust the shape using the trim 
plate to create a short ramp with a big booty lip, or a 
round wake, with a blunter lip.
With the plate all the way down, while still having 
weight in the boat, this provides a quality slalom wake.

It’s impressive to see just how much the shape 
and size of the wake can change by adjusting the 
hydraulic plate system.

Handling
The real standout feature of the RX22 was how 
easily it got on a plane. Even with a boat full of 
people, the Mercruiser Black Scorpion effortlessly 
plunged the hull out of the hole, with the 
acceleration of a 19ft mid-mount ski boat. Also 
impressive is how flat the boat stayed when getting 
out of the hole, rather that lifting the nose. 
In no time, the boat was fanging on top of the water, 
with the driver enjoying a clear view through the 
windscreen. Once at speed, it easily cut through 
double-ups and chop.
The steering felt light and accurate, and the boat 
turned sharply considering its overall size. 

Sound
Doof-doofers would love the cranking Clarion set-
up in the test-boat. The six interior speakers, four 
tower speakers, two amps and sub hammered out 
the tunes, and could easily be heard while ripping 
behind the 22ft machine.

Spy RX22 Specifications:
Length 	 6.7m (22’)
Beam	 2.44m (8’)
Seating	 10 people
Fuel Cap	 120L
Starting Price	 $63,950
Price as tested 	 $69,900
Contact	 Performance Marine  

03 9465 4555

Stand out: The Rx22 graphics are like 
nothing else on the water.

All Torque: Plenty of mercruiser grunt  
throws the Rx22 into a powerturn.

Turn it up: clarion fitted spy boats will 
definitely be heard this summer.

Dashing: Faria 5 inch gauges and spy custom steering wheel are prime exmaples of 
their eye for detail when it comes to custom fittings.

Crossing over: Troy Roker demonstrating 
the Rx22’s wakeboarding capabilities.


